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29th July 2010
JOINT PRESS RELEASE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF NORWAY, SWEDEN AND THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Development Partners provide Backup Generators to Zanzibar
Norway, Sweden and the UK, in collaboration with the Zanzibar Government, have provided 32 (1MVA) diesel generators to help provide a safe and reliable power back-up system and energy security on the island of Unguja. 

The generators, whose purchase and installation cost approximately Tsh. 17 billion (US$ 11.5 million), will provide 25MW of emergency power to the Unguja island. They will provide great relief to the estimated 800,000 people of the island, including the 25% of households which are connected to the electricity grid.
Zanzibar has experienced several power outages in the past when the cable that supplies the island’s main source of electricity has failed. The last major power outage in December 2009 lasted 3 months and had significant economic and social impact. Many small businesses were forced to work shorter hours or close early in the season, which impacted people’s incomes and Government revenue. The supply of clean water was, according to UN assessment, reduced by 50%. Government had to spend extra money to keep essential services like hospitals and schools running.

Although the cable has now been repaired and a new one is expected to be installed in 2013, islanders have no alternative source of centrally supplied power during outages. They continue to rely on private generators to supply energy to homes and keep essential services, like clean water supply, hospitals and schools, going.
The generators provided by Norway, Sweden and the UK will provide a source of alternative power which is crucial to Zanzibar should the cable fail again. They will ensure that the economic and social impacts the islanders experienced during the last power shortages never happen again. 
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Notes to Editor:

· The total cost of the power project (including purchase, transportation, installation and civil works) is about Tsh. 19 billion (US$ 12,985 million). Norway, Sweden and the UK contributed approximately Tsh. 17 billion (US$11.5 million) and the Government of Zanzibar contributed about Tsh. 1.7 billion (US$1.5 million) to cover the remaining costs. 
· The Ministry of Water, Construction, Energy and Lands (MWCEL) is responsible for the implementation of the emergency power project, through the Zanzibar Electricity Corporation (ZECO).
· Sweden’s support has been provided through its Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency – Sida
· The UK support has been provided through the Department for International Development – DFID

For more information, please contact:
Norway

Veslemøy Lothe Salvesen, Embassy First Secretary, Norwegian Embassy; Mob: +255 (0) 782 777 011; Email: Veslemoy.Lothe.Salvesen@mfa.no 
Swedish Embassy/Sida

Goran Haag, Programme Officer Energy, Swedish Embassy, Dar es Salaam; Mob: +255 (0) 754 000 241; Email: goran.haag@foreign.ministry.se 

DFID 

Eunice Urio, Media and Communications Advisor, DFID Tanzania; Mob: +255 (0) 754 780 382; Email: e-urio@dfid.gov.uk
